PREFACE

A Brief Survey of British History was first published in
1899, when at Harrow George Townsend Warner had
already gained a reputation as a most original and stimu-
lating teacher of History. His experience as a school-
master had confirmed him in the belief, now unfashion-
able, that the ordinary boy was not incapable of rational
thought, that, in fact, he would not be content unless he
knew the " why ", as well as the " how ", " when ", and
u where ", of events in History. " I have aimed," he said
in his Preface, " at making a simple selection of the most
important factors . . . and have treated them in more
detail, to the exclusion of others which seemed to me less
characteristic. . . . The value of History as an educational
subject, even for the young, cannot, I think, be fully
realized, unless some stress is placed on the sequence of
cause and effect. . . . Young minds are by nature curious,
and are receptive enough of an, explanation, provided it
be simple." " Events in History," he concluded, must
be " presented, not as isolated, but as the causes or con-
sequences of other events. It is this object that I have
tried to keep before me."

Of his success there can be no question. When he died,
at the age of fifty-one, in September, 1916, a writer in
History said: " His essays and verse will be familiar to
some of our readers, his excellent school-books to all."

Familiar the Brief Survey certainly has been since
that time to generation after generation of young readers.
To the older reader Townsend Warner's buoyant nine-
teenth-century optimism seems to date; his brave